Smolka Family History

Report based on research at the State Regional Archives in Třeboň
and the State Regional Archives in Plzeň

Date: February 26, 2021
Client: Jeroen Bobbeldijk 
Researcher: Renata and Jan Pařez

Data provided by the client:

https://jeroen.pro/obermayer-schindelar/ppl/7/5/eaaa45fc9c628c345450c9b6957.html
Requested:
1) Locate birth record of Anna Smolka born in Svaté Pole in about 1810 

2) Locate marriage record of her parents Franz Smolka and Anna Konrad

3) Locate birth record of Franz Smolka

4) Locate birth record of Anna Konrad

5) Try to locate information about her emigration to Austria before she got married 

Language notes:

Orthography of names and places was unstable, e.g. Václav was spelled Wáclaw, Vácslav, etc. It relied on the language (Czech/German/Latin), as well as period or local practice. 

The suffix  -ová (e.g. Nováková) after surname has been used for females. In Latin, the suffix -iana (e. g. Novakiana), and in German the suffix -in (e.g. Novakin) were added.

Personal names are transliterated, i.e. we keep the original spelling as it is in the record. 

Place names are put in present Czech form. 
Glossary of terms, symbols and abbreviations:

† = cross before name means that the person was already dead

+, + + +, x x x  = one or three crosses was a signature of an illiterate person

Fr = Father (Catholic priest)

[text in parenthesis] = text interpolated by the researcher

Process of the research:

According to Maria’s birth record her mother Anna Smolková came from Svaté Pole. We know about three places of this name. One is located in East Bohemia, the second near Příbram South of Prague and the last was situated very close to Horažďovice, now it is a part of this city.
In the provided birth record it is mentioned that Heiligenfeld (Svaté Pole) is in „Prachiner Kreis“. Prácheň was a medieval castle which was a center of the region. The Prácheň region existed up to the 1849 reform of administration. The ruins of Prácheň castle lie very close to Horažďovice, as well as Svaté Pole. Furthermore, this Svaté Pole is the only one located in Prácheň region.
In Anna’s marriage record is one more detail to be corrected. The maiden surname of her mother is mentioned as „Konrad vulgo Kundrat“. Kundrát is the older Czech form of German Konrad. German form Konrad was maybe more suitable in Vienna, but as we will see later, both forms were used simultaneously.
1) Locate birth record of Anna Smolka born in Svaté Pole in about 1810 

We expected to find relevant records in Horažďovice parish registers, which are saved in State Regional Archives in Plzeň. Although Svaté Pole was situated very close to Horažďovice, it did not belong to this parochial district, but instead to Střelské Hoštice. Střelské Hoštice parish registers are saved in State Regional Archives in Třeboň. Thus we concentrated on the Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 3, book of baptisms, 1784-1846 and detected there the  record wanted.

Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 3, book of baptisms, 1784-1846

Leaf:



221
Date of birth:


April 4, 1810
Date of baptism:

April 5, 1810

House No.:


[Svaté Pole] 13
Name of a child:

Anna Smolkowá  
Religion:


Catholic

Sex:
Female
Status:
Legitimate

Father:
Frantissek Smolka, cottager, subject to Horažďovice town 

Mother:
Anna, daughter of Karel Kundrát, farm labourer from Horažďovice N.- 

Godparents:
Mariana, wife of Jan Stulik, peasant from Svaté Pole + + +; Jan Stulik, peasant. + + + Both from Svaté Pole.
Baptizing priest:
the same as before [i.e. Fr Wenceslaus Corvin, local priest]
Midwife:
the same as before [i.e. Maryana Machowa]
Note in the record:
Baptismal certificate was issued on Oct 28, 1840 for marriage
Language of the record:
Czech, Latin
We can see that František Smolka and his wife Anna were subject to Horažďovice town community which in fact was their feudal lord (instead of some aristocrat).

2) Locate marriage record of her parents Franz Smolka and Anna Konrad

Since previously unmarried brides (those not widowed) customarily would marry in their home parish, we concentrated at first on Horažďovice parish registers. We checked Parish register of Horažďovice 25, index to books of marriages, 1784-1854 but did not find reference to this marriage. As the indices sometimes fail to list records, we also browsed the Parish register of Horažďovice 21,  book of marriages, 1794-1839, but again fruitlessly.
We therefore returned to Střelské Hoštice, to the Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 7, book of marriages, 1784-1853. However, the wanted record was not found in this book of marriages either.

We then checked indices to books of marriage in neighboring parochial districts as follows:
Parish register of Katovice 25, index to books of marriages, 1784-1835

Parish register of Volenice 30, index to books of marriages, 1771-1833

Parish register of Velký Bor 17, index to books of marriages, 1790-1816

Unfortunately all with negative results.

It is a mystery where the couple married. It could possibly be in some special place (e.g. pilgrimage church) or big city, of course with dispensation for the local priest. 
3) Locate birth record of Franz Smolka

We did not learn from Anna Smolková’s birth record much about her father, we lack the names of his parents (Anna’s paternal grandparents) as well as his approximate date of birth. This can complicate the identification the correct person, in the event of any other Smolkas. Nevertheless, we searched through the Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 2, book of baptisms, 1760-1784 and found there only one František Smolka who was born in the proper time frame. 
Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 2, book of baptisms, 1760-1784 

Leaf:



72b

Day of baptism:

19 [May, 1777]

Baptizing priest:
Adalbertus Hartl, curate
Name of a child:

Franciscus Seraphinus  
Parents:
Wenceslaus Smolka, cottager and Rosina, subject to Horažďovice town

Godparents:
Levans*: Wenceslaus Kozlansky, cottager; Wenceslaus Niemetz, peasant; Magdalena Vondrovitz, peasant’s wife. All from the village of Kozlov.
Religion:


Catholic

Place:



Svaté Pole 

House No.:


13
Language of the record:
Latin

*Levans = godparent who carried a child on his/her arms during baptism

We have no direct proof that this is our František Smolka, but we believe that we detected the right person because he had been born in the same house he lived in later, and where his daughter Anna was born as well. To support this, we found the death record of this František’s father Václav who died in the same house No. 13 in 1804.
Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 12, book of deaths, 1784-1876

Page: 


215
Date of death: 
December 4, 1804
Date of burial: 
December 6, 1804
House No.: 

[Svaté Pole] 13

Deceased: 
Wáclaw Smolka, cottager. Administered by Fr Wenceslaus Corvin
Religion:

Catholic

Sex: 


Male

Age: 


70 years 
Cause of death: 
Breathlessness
Burying priest: 
the same as before [i.e. Fr Wencelsaus Corvin, curate]
Language of the record: Czech, Latin
And finally, the first child of František and Anna Kundrátová was born there in 1803 as well as other siblings.

4) Locate birth record of Anna Konrad

According to Anna Smolková’s birth record her mother, Anna, came from Horažďovice. From birth records of Anna’s sibling we learned that the maiden surname of Anna’s mother was Uršula (in older Czech also Voršila). We found her birth record in  Parish register of Horažďovice 11, book of baptisms, 1784-1794

Parish register of Horažďovice 11, book of baptisms, 1784-1794

Page:



36

Day of baptism:

March 11, 1785

House No.:


[Horažďovice suburb] 43

Name of a child:

Anna Jozeffa Kundratowa  
Religion:


Catholic

Sex:
Female

Status:
Legitimate

Father:
Karel Kundrat, farm labourer 

Mother:
Worssila 
Godparents:
+ + + Anna Smolkowa, farm labourer; + + + Waczlaw Smolka, farm labourer
[Baptizing priest:]
Fr Martinus, Minorite
Language of the record:
Czech, Latin

Godparents were Smolkas which suggests a certain connection between Kundráts and Smolkas before Václav and Anna married.
5) Try to locate information about her emigration to Austria before she got married 
At the time Anna left, Bohemia was a part of Austrian Empire, Habsburgs were the kings of Bohemia and Vienna was their capital. If Anna decided to move to Vienna, the only duty she had was to announce it to Horažďovice Municipality, under whose jurisdiction she belonged. But we don’t know if she planned to settle in Vienna. We suspect, rather, that she only wanted to get a job in the metropole. Anyway, it is very unlikely that there is any record to document this in Horažďovice Municipal Archives. It would be quite time-consuming research, with uncertain result that it would provide any further information.
Suggestions how to proceed the research
To continue searching Anna Smolková’s ancestry in direct male line, that is to find marriage record of her grandparents, their birth records. To find death records of all detected persons. 
Researched documents:
Parish register of Katovice 25, index to books of marriages, 1784-1835

Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 2, book of baptisms, 1760-1784

Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 3, book of baptisms, 1784-1846

Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 7, book of marriages, 1784-1853
Parish register of Střelské Hoštice 12, book of deaths, 1784-1876

Parish register of Volenice 30, index to books of marriages, 1771-1833

are saved in:

State Regional Archives in Třeboň 

Státní oblastní archiv v Třeboni 
Husova 143/I
379 01 Třeboň

Parish register of Horažďovice 11, book of baptisms, 1784-1794

Parish register of Horažďovice 21,  book of marriages, 1794-1839

Parish register of Horažďovice 25, index to books of marriages, 1784-1854

Parish register of Velký Bor 17, index to books of marriages, 1790-1816

are saved in: 

State Regional Archives in Pilsen
Státní oblastní archiv v Plzni

Sedláčkova 44

306 12 Plzeň
1
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